
Core Meanings
• • MUST expresses strong obligation, 

necessity, or logical deduction.
• • NEED expresses necessity, but is 

generally weaker and often optional or 
context‑dependent.



Obligation: Must
• • Used for strong, non‑negotiable rules.
• Examples:
• – You must submit the report by 

midnight.
• – All candidates must follow the 

instructions.





Obligation: Need
• • Used for practical necessity, without 

force or authority.
• Examples:
• – You need to recharge the battery.
• – She needs to rest after the operation.



“Need is a semi-modal verb because in some ways it is 
like a modal verb and in other ways like a main verb.”

- Cambridge Dictionary



Need as a Modal (Rare, 
Formal)

• • Used mainly in negative and 
interrogative forms.

• Examples:
• – Need you make so much noise?
• – You needn't worry about the exam.







Must vs. Needn’t vs. Don’t 
Need to

• • MUST NOT = prohibition.
• • NEEDN’T = lack of necessity (the action is not 

required, but allowed).
• • DON'T NEED TO = no obligation, more common in 

modern English.

• Examples:
• – You must not enter this area. (Prohibited)
• – You needn’t call me. (Optional)
• – You don’t need to call me. (Optional, more neutral)



Need in Questions & 
Negatives

• • NEED (modal) is rare, mostly British 
and formal.

• Examples:
• – Need I say more?
• – You needn’t apologize.


	Core Meanings
	Obligation: Must
	Slide 3
	Obligation: Need
	Slide 5
	Need as a Modal (Rare, Formal)
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Must vs. Needn’t vs. Don’t Need to
	Need in Questions & Negatives

